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REST BAC. 5S 
August 27 


Sinclair, Upton Viking 
| ONE CLEAR CALL $3.50 baal 


Unquestionably this will sell and rent- as have all of the Lanny Budd novels, 
of which this is the ninth. What is their secret formula? Perhaps a salutary blend of 
adventure and recognizable contemporary history - a sort of adult Superman in headlines. 
The time approaches=- but slowly- the present. There's time for another and yet another 
volume at present rate, for this ends with Roosevelt's reelection in 1944. Lanny is 
still serving as P(residential) A(gent), though his welcome wears thin in Nazi Germany, 
and on his second entry- as of this telling- he is warned in time to make a hasty re- 
treat. Pushed on his way by the thinly integrated Germany underground- against Hitler, 
he is caught midstream, and forced to make the rest of the way on his wits, until he 
gets over the Italian line. His assignments- now from Washington, now, presumably, from 
Hitler's eyrie - take him into Italy, Paris, Spain, and of course Germany where he poses 
as friend and intimate of top Nazis. The excursion into Palestine seems artificially 
superimposed, not of a piece with the rest of the story. The advance guard project in 

_ Southern France brought him in touch with old friends, some turned collaborators. Final- 
ly, he is chosen as expert assigned to both the museum crew and those seeking out sci- 
entific information (he is now an expert on jet propulsion)- so the shadow of volume 
ten takes form...Not quite so fast going a yarn, it lags often, seems repetitive. But 
again Lanny has a finger in many pies- an advisor on military and political moves, and 
again the fact-cum-fiction blend is palatably dished out. 


A Dark Horse 
September 8 


Heym, Stefan Little, Brown 
THE CRUSADERS $3.50 


* This is sure to rank as one of the top novels of the war, (and that without 
aid of pornographic minutiae, which is, nowadays, quite an achievement!) There's noth- 
ing sissy about it. Stefan Heym has simply proved that - while sex is important and not 
to be by-passed in a story of men, and women, at the front, there are other dominant mo- 
tives, and not always worthy ones. While “the crusaders” form a tiny segment among those 
to whom the role of leadership falls, the survival of idealism, of a flame of justice 
and belief in democracy, of a burning desire to see wrongs righted proves a ruling factor 
which drives these few (De Witt, Yates, Troy and Bing, whose life is forfeit). All of 
these men are drawn in bold, vigorous strokes, their weaknesses along with their strengths. 
But equally vivid are the men dominated by greed and ambition and a determination to 
feather their civilian nests in the post-war world, the men whose stories leak out now 
and again in the press in dramatic exposes of black marketeering, dealing with cartels, 

6 bolstering the German latent strength. There's Dondolo, sadist, exulting in cruelty, 
even when it costs the unstable Thorpe his sanity. There's Loomis, small bit politican 
on the make. There's Willoughby, suave and plausible, making sure of his security and 
buttering up to top brass. And there's the General- Farrish- easily recognized, and 
caring only to keep his well-earned reputation for ruthless warfare untarnished. A tre- 
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mendous canvas- unforgettable scenes of battle and carnage- of the sweep across France- 
the frontier problems of a hastily conquered territory, with plans in 4& vacuum; there's 
the Battle of the Bulge; there are appallingly raw conflicts within conflicts as de- 
cisions, too often wrong ones, cost lives of fellow men. There are flashes of German 
scenes. Not always an easy book to read - the scenes and characters shift so fast - but 
a book that demands reading, close reading, for the revealing picture of men's souls 
under the stress of war. The little men are as important to the veracity of the whole 
as are the top characters. The women, even including Karen, who is more a catalytic 
agent than a participating figure, are not quite so authentic. But the whole leaves an 
overwhelming - and, for many readers I feel sure, a depressing sense of “This is war", 
Don't miss it. In my opinion, here is a book that will live! 


Watch These 


The new William Maxwell, TIME WILL DARKEN IT (Harper) is rewarding to his followers.: 


There's a first rate romantic adventure tale in THE SHINING MOUNTAINS by Dale Van Every 
(Messner). There's sure to be considerable interest in Joseph Pennell'’s second book, 


THE HISTORY OF NORA BECKHAM (Scribner). See pages following for reports. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS. 


July 15 


Gibbs, Philip Ziff-Davis 
THE HOPEFUL HEART $3.50 


«++-belongs to the Hon. Frank Allingham, who through his years in Oflag 8, 
after fighting in North Africa, continues his belief in the importance of humanity, the 
possibility of a better world. Even when he learns that his wife, Olive, has left hin, 
he aims- on his return to England following the German defeat- to help his fellow men. 
First, he runs as a Liberal and is beaten, and then turns to writing for a newspaper. 
Olive returns to him, briefly, then runs off again, this time with his brother, Frank 
realizes his true love for another woman, and faces hope again in his coverage of post- 
war, international conferences. This - as in many of Philip Gibbs‘ novels- is thin 
plotting to weave together a reflection of England after the war, conflicts within 
mirroring conflicts without- discursive, argumentative, detailed reportage. 


August 2 


Camus, Albert Knopf 
THE PLAGUE $3.00 


* By the Frenchman who, with Sartre, shares a leading position in European liter- 
ature, this is a work of considerable significance and stature, distinguished by its 
clarity, its composure, and above all, its scrupulous classicism. The story focuses 
on the outbreak of plague in Oran in the year 194-, as it reaches epidemic proportions. 
The author traces the crescendo of human emotions from panic to the almost unendurable 
agony of isolation and death. The argument extends beyond the physical impact of the 
plague into metaphysical terrain with the realization that each one of us carries with- 
in us. the plague of injustice, of inhumanity...Distinguished by the precision, the pur- 
ity of its writing, the dignity of its presentation. It may command critical rather 
than popular attention. 


August 11 


Scheinfeld, Amram Whittlesey 
POSTSCRIPT TO WENDY $3.00 


Despite publisher enthusiasm, this seems to us a fairly spurious thesis novel 
by the author of the successful You and Heredity (Stokes). In a PS to Wendy whom he had 
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loved and who had killed herself ten years earlier, Jerry reviews those years,- the peo- 
ple they had known, the politics they practised, the war, the death of Roosevelt, his own 
writing, his dud marriage and more casual affaires until he »eets Leta, a social worker, 
with her belligerent evasion of sex. Ultimately Leta overcomes her “block"- rooted in 
her ignorance of an heredity which she fears might be Negro - and Jerry is impelled to 
break his attachment to Wendy, his obsession with the cause of her death. In what is 
largely an assemblage of secondhand sentiment and semi-intellectual cliches, this works 
in almost everything,- homosexuality, the race problems, bohemia, frigidity, etc., and 
achieves nothing particularly conclusive, 


August 17 


Alvaro, Corrado Knopf 
MAN IS STRONG $3.00 


A sensitized probe into the essential dangers of a policed life, this deline- 
ates the poison of fear, and the disintegration of minds under terror. Ina transla- 
tion from the Italian, a protest against fascism, this follows the indoctrination of 
Dirck, who returns to his homeland to offer his engineering services to the new regime, 
believing from what he has heard that good will come of it. Through his love for 
Barbara, who had grown up in the new ideology, through his work with the technical di- 
rector, in his life at the hotel, he sees the penetration of terror, the impossibility 
of evading the surveillance which destroys all privacy, all will. The danger in which 
he lives is increased when he is manoeuvered into the position of a foreign saboteur 
with the murder of the director. About to be shot, he escapes with the coming of a 
guerilla band, who believe him to be a loyal Partisan, and he, with wisdom bred in fear, 
does not deny it...A voluptuous visualizing of the towns and the country, a detailed 
tracing of the web which enmeshes the people, this, with serious purpose, provides a cum 
ulative terror. Market limited by somewhat specialized slanting of material. 


August ar Ie 


Curran, Mary Doyle Houghton, Mifflin 
THE PARISH AND THE HILL $3.00 


An evocative, effective picture of the disintegration occurring when prejudi- 
cial discrimination and derision uproots the pride of nationality, when economic col- 
lapse intensifies existing problems and the family itself suffers. These are the Irish 
immigrants, some 150 miles from Boston, as some make their way from Irish Parish to the 
Hill, the climb from shanty Irish to lace curtain Irish, aping the Yankees. Through her 
grandfather, O*Sullivan, Mary learns the pride of race, the grace of their customs, the 
beauty of their religion - and joins with him and her mcther in dislike of the lace cur- 
tain aspirants, widening the cleavage with the father who hopes to shake off the Parish. 
Her mother’s brothers threaten their respectability; a sister brings disgrace in marry- 
ing a Yankee, and Mary's own brothers are destroyed by their unhappiness over family mal- 
adjustments and background. A compassionate quality keeps the grimmess of the destruction 
of the family and the depression from seeming overwhelming. 


McLaverty, Michael §</7 Macmillan 
THE THREE BROTHERS $3.00 


The Irish again- but this time the Caffreys of Antrim and the restrictions of 
family bonds as motivation for offering Irish characters, life and issues, without 
stressing the quaintness while concentrating on their strengths and frailities. John, 
raising a family, needs the wealth that is Bob’s, and hates his second brother, D.J.'s 
wastrel existence. D.J. loves liquor and horse-racing and charms his nieces and nephews. 
There are four of them,- Brendan, unhappy as a librarian, Ann, her ideas of education 
frustrated, Frank deceiving his family and on the way to becoming a good-for-nothing, 
and Eileen, in love with Doran. Bob's death opens new possibilities for all. Written 
in monotone- minus the emotionalism and stageiness of most novels of Irish contemporary 
life. 
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August 26 
Roark, Garland Doubleday 
FAIR WIND TO JAVA $2-757/$3.00 n¢ 


The Wake of the Red Witch (Little, Brown, 1946) was a book olub choice. This 
has many of the same good points,- color, drama, pace, originality; and the same weak- 
nesses,- too many irons in the fire, so that the plot, which as a picaresque adventure 
of the sea should be fairly direct, bogs down in intricacies. There are dual identi- 
ties, double loyalties, cross plotting, as Tom Flint ships on the ill-fated («*?\mander 
under Captain Boll, serving as agent for De Loach, hated by the owner, Culver. Boll de- i 
termined to wring the last ounce out of his ship, drives his men unmercifully. You get 
the picture of a sailing ship master of the old regime, driven by ambition and cupidity, 
but with his likable moments. The voyage to the Dutch Indies; the plotting for wealth 
in the distribution of counterfeit coin; the search for the mystery leader of the pi- 
rates; the double dealing and cross purposes - all run parallel to the romance of Tom 
and Harriet Adams, partner of Culver, and in the fate of the Ger:ymanaer, Good adven- 
ture, but the interest scatters so that one loses the impetus of climax. 


August .277 22 | 


Bushnell, Adelyne Coward=-McCann 
ROCK HAVEN $3.00 


ARE: Sesame NMS RE 





Over half a century of battle between brothers, conditioned by their bitter, 
harsh mother to roles they cannot escape. This contrasts Maine's virtues with Maine's 
vices, and scores heavily on the morals involved. Ulysses has to find fame and some 
measure of happiness at home. Vergil, going beyond his mother's precepts to let nothing 
stand in the way of success, finds fortune in New York, in South America, but never hap- 
piness. With fewer melodramatic touches than 7:de-Rode, this continues the interlocking 


plotting and popular reading. 


Colebrook, Joan oP ae lo x ee Scribner 
THE NORTHERNER -3-<> we ee $3.50 


A substantial story of the opening up of North Queensland, Australia, which 
sustains a considerable cast of characters and body of incident over some 30 years with- 
in the particular focus of one family, the Cromwells. Against the background of a new 
territory's pioneering problems, politics, labor issues, this tells of Richard Cromwell, 
property-minded dairy farmer, who was often to sacrifice his wife to the demands of his 
expansionist ambitions; of Elizabeth, protective of her children, but submissive to 
Richard; and of their four children....A protracted two generation story of personal 
lives, particular national issues, with phases which may prove a hurdle to conservative 
public library standards. 








September 1 
V 
Maxwell, William Harper 
TIME WILL DARKEN IT $3.00 /~ . 


* With fine drawn discernment, the gentle precision of place, of personality, 
which has given Maxwell's writings their literary distinction (They Came Like Swailows, 
The Folded Leaf, etc.) - this is again a story of remarkable realism as well as charm, 
of commonplace circumstance and modulated mood. Illinois in 1912, the politics of 
Roosevelt, the culture of Chautauqua, the substantial homes of a small town's modern 
solid citizenry, frame the story of a man, his wife and a young girl. Austin King, sen- 
sitive, submissive to the beauty- and the petulant pretenses of his Martha, finds the 
harmony of his home broken by the unwanted arrival of foster relatives from Mississippi, 
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and particularly by Nora Potter, eighteen, whose interests extend beyond the inconsequen- 
tials of the southern tradition. Chivalric and vulnerable by temperament, Austin is un- 
able to prevent the hostility Nora's presence engenders in Martha, the tragedy he provokes 
as Nora falls in love with him, precipitates the gossip of a small town, driving her to 
an attempt at suicide which ends only in disfigurement...Faultless in understanding, 
fastidious in treatment, this is assured of both critical approval and an appreciative 
audience. 


September 1 vy 


Pickrel, Paul Harper 
THE MOVING STAIRS $2.50 


A first novel, this gently touches on the compromise of young ambitions to 
reality, achieves an individuality of place and character with only minor narrative 
action. This is the story of three protoges of the town's wealthiest spinster, Miss 
Dickerson, and particularly the story of Patricia, to whom she had given the incentive 
to paint. With her death, Patricia's hopes of art school are defeated; her friendship 
with another of the trio, Loren, is broken, and Loren's hopes of being a writer are 
crushed by his marriage to the tearfully demanding Ernestine. Courted by Andy, a farm 
boy, Patricia gives up her artistic aspirations and decides to marry him...There's an en- 
gaging quality in the individual portraiture, but it's insubstantial for a wide market. 


Vance, Ethel Harper 
THE SECRET THREAD $300 
Ashe: 


A disappointment for Ethel Vance's readers, in a novel successul neither as a 
story of adventure, nor as a seeking of a man for his own soul. It is a fuzzy mixture 
of the two, with the philosophical aspects pretty phony - yet slowing down action~ and 
the beginning and the end leaving the reader wondering whether the action in between 
really happened, or whether it was part of a mental breakdown...Terhune, college presi-~ 
dent and prominent in international affairs, is in Europe on state department business, 
While there he has a breakdown, and is recalled- and disappears on the day of his land~- 
ing in New York. The reader follows him in his return to the boyhood home that had be~ 
come part of his fantasy, and there, finding it about to be torn down, he revisits his 
attic room, and stumbles on evidence of the operations of dealers in illegal traffic. 
(The nylons seem to date it a bit!) Belonging to the gang, but not spiritually of it, 
is Edna, aged 16, for whom this 40-year old intellectual conceives the stabilizing pas-~ 
sion of his life. Protecting each other, they are forced apart forever. Terhune match- 
es wits with an old philosopher bum; the gangsters, Gus and Mort turn up, and Gus is 
assigned to dispose of the old man, while Mort takes care of Terhune. The story ends 
with that episode a closed book; Terhune hospitalized; and the reader wondering if it 
is all drean. 


September 8 V 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow — 
GAY PURSUIT - $2.75 J 


Casual comedy, which provides lighter, brighter entertainment in the tripar- 
tite romantic activities of the Romes, in County England. Of Natalie, timid and unsure, 
and many years a widow, as she marries Sir William Rome and goes to stay with his family. 
Of her new stepdaughter, Lucile as uncertain as Natalie by temperament, and committed to 
marrying a boy she’d known since childhood, despite the persistence of a Highlander, 
Duncan Macdonald. And finally, Natalie's own daughter, Helen, whose citified composure 
is shattered by Jeremy, Natalie's stepson, his offhand courtship, his passive resistance 
to her charms, until- her hand forced- he wins...By the author of Last Straw for Harriet, 
this is a British bagatelle for less intellectual self- indulgence. 
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September 9 






Kamal, Ahmad Doubleday 
FULL FATHOM FIVE $2. 75A¢8700 













A strange, brutal and somewhat unpleasant story, melodramatic, this tough pic- 
ture of the lives of sponge divers working off the coast of Florida. The time is the 
end of the second world war, and the story is told by Aleko, whose younger brother, Paul, 
has returned from the war acting strangely and refusing to confide in anyone. Aleko, 
who watches over him like a mother hen, tries to forget his worry in work, and forces 
his men to stay out longer than they should, with the resultant death of one of them. 
Aleko thinks himself infallible and tries to solve the lives of others for them, even 

to insisting on Paul and Ebee, daughter of his ship’s captain, loving each other. 
Actually it is Aleko Ebee loves, and he her. Aleko discovers Paul is taking dope and 
almost kills him, until he finds that Paul is threatened with loss of sight, and the 
drug is prescribed by his doctor. Then Aleko, finding that Paul is in love with some- 
one else, and recognizing his own love for Ebee, is overwhelmed with remorse. The set- 
ting and subject matter is unusual- but the story is unsavory reading. 















Prokosch, Frederic Doubleday 
STORM AND ECHO $2+76 /$3 .00 





The Prokosch particularities, the nihilism, the feverishly sentient, sensuous, 
prismatic prose, in a new novel which comes closer to his earlier work. The setting is 
Africa, where the jungle with its stagnation and superstition, fetid torpor and malig- 
nance, mysticism and illusion, backgrounds the attempt, by four Europeans, to reach the 
impenetrable Mount Nagale. Particularly prominent among the four is Samboula, who is 
motivated by his search for the erratic, equivocal Leonard Speght, believed to have 
reached Nagala. The journey, which is attended by deterioration and death, where Nag- 
ala holds the promise of salvation, epitomises for Samboula (and for Prokosch) the 
“great and final escape” from the failure of western man, the European malaise of hope- 
lessness and “moral deliquescence"....For his particular following, attracted by the 
imagism of his style, the non-existentialism of his philosophy. Ltd. edition- signed- 

12.50. 



















Warren, Charles Marquis Doubleday 
VALLEY OF THE SHADOW —$2750/$2.75 










The Arizona Territory in the 1860's backgrounding a violent, often valiant 
story of a few seasoned fighters, more than a few Indians, and one man*s long and losing 
battle against the Apache, Deesohay. John Reardon, who had spent four years in attempt- 
ing- but failing- to capture Deesohay, returns from a last retreat knowing he will lose 
his command to St. John, West Point martinet, who refuses to heed Reardon's experienced 
advice on Indian warfare. Accepting terms of surrender, St. John becomes Deesohay's 
hostage, along with Reardon, Angela, whom he loves, and a few picked men, while the 
others, promised safety, are taken to the desert to die. At the close, as a rescuing 
detail is about to fall into Deesohay's ambush, St. John gives his life so that they 
may live, while Reardon and Angela alone escape alive, after considerable torment. A 
dramatically, masculinely toned tale, competently handled. 


Vv | 


Bailey, Douglas Fields Dutton 
DEVIL MAKES A THIRD $3.50 
















September 10 





The story of a vigorous, lusty, lawless man, questionable in his motives, and 
of the development of an important city from a hick town following the turn of the cen- 
tury- this has feeling both for period and for the deep South, that is reflected in 
speech and incidents. 18-year old Buck Bannon, fed up with Alabama farming, heads for 
Aven to trade his way to fortune and grudging fame. He provides for his family but can- 
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not dominate his mother. His marriage crashes when he keeps up his wenching. He fears 
no one, buys and sells where he pleases, benefits his town while flaunting its laws. As 
Mayor, he profits further- while oriticism mounts - and his new wife, Lota, watches him 
widen the web of his political interests. A fire makes him town hero as well as town 
strong man. A man's novel rather than a woman's- rough going for delicate tastes. 


September 10 


Van Every, Dale Messner 
THE SHINING MOUNTAINS $3.00 


* First rate novel of the men who pushed our frontiers west, in a story of Matt 
Morgan, who dreamed of reaching the shining mountains, and who- left behind because of 
an accident- by Lewis and Clark, teamed up with Baptiste, lovable, irresponsible French- 
man, to explore the vastnesses of the Louisiana Territory. Conflict emotionally entered 
his life in the person of lovely Nora, to whom a home and stability meant everything - | 
except Matt himself. Good adventure, set in a meticulously drawn wide-flung wilderness, 
enough of history, as the Lewis and Clark expedition crossed paths, as Matt did his share 
to prevent success coming to Aaron Burr in his plot against his country, as Indian bat- 
tles shifted alliances hither and yon. There's the pull of the unknown; there's much 
that is traditional in the story; but the characters are three dimensional; the pace of 
story keeps the reader going. Messner's big book, which will be backed by national ad- 
vertising, circulars, etc. Plus sale for boys. 


Vercel, Roger Random House 
NORTHERN LIGHTS $2.75 


_ Nicety of psychological motivation and a sense of unravelling threads of past 
history put this above the average fiction output, for in the story of Jacques Fertray's 
discovery of a father he had never known is the discovery of a kind of life he thought 
he hated. A famed, distinguished Polar explorer, Fertray had left to his son only de- 
fiance of the legend he had originated. But the importance of recognition of possible 
air routes necessitates a new expedition to the northern archipelago and Jacques, first 
refusing to go, is forced into it by his mother's health. In the process of organizing, 
outfitting, he learns different things about his father and tries to fit this new evi- 
dence into what he had known. It is through his love for the Chief's wife and the cli- 
max she precipitates that the picture becomes clear and he leaves for the North secure 
in the hope of becoming his father's son wholly. A feeling for the Breton country of 
Merlin, the plausibility of the psychological conflicts, add significance to this story 
of France between the wars, of the glory and honor of the field of exploration. 


Seeger, Elizabeth Pa John Day _ 
THE FIVE BROTHERS ‘/ - 00 $3.75 V 


This book will need some deliberate salesmanship, but it will repay the effort, 
for its appeal is basically wide. The five Pandus make our western cowboys look like 
small time, and Elizabeth Seeger has kept vigorously alive the high points of adventure 
in this very long epic, while at the same time preserving the beauty and delicacy of 
desoription and faithful character analysis. The story~ an adaptation of the Indian 
Epic, The Mahabharata (the Ganguli translation)- is to the Hindu what the //1ad was to 
the Greeks. It preserves all the beliefs of ancient Indie, its traditions and histo- 
ry, social organization, religion and ethics, and includes as well portions of the 
Bhagavad Gita, truly called India‘s national gospel. The story concerns the struggle 
for supremacy of two great regal Indian families, the Pandavas and the Kurus, of the 
coming of the sons of Pandu to their former kingdom. Through a lifetime of adventure, H 
treachery, deceit and war, ending in the frightful carnage of the last great battle in ~ KS 
the west, the five sons of Pandu bear themselves with courage and high honor...This book 
is essential for those who wish to understand the East and whose bookshelves contain 
Richer by Asia and The Meeting of East and West. The first adaptation gauged to the 
Western markets. 
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September 9.2, 
Komroff, Manuel Farrar, Straus 
ECHO OF EVIL $300 
ie a 


A story of the evil and unhappiness that come to darken the once happy and 
normal Hallows family in a small town near Albany, N.Y. Anna Rudd, released from jail 
after serving 22 years for the murder of her husband in a fit of jealous rage, comes to 
live with her sister Hester, hoping for a chance to start a new life. She finds them 
concerned only for themselves, and when she turns to the daughter, Laura, for sympathy, 
she is instrumental in causing the breakup of Laura's engagement - and the spread of the 
story all over town. In despair, Anna commits suicide, and the Hallows leave town, to 
find a new home elsewhere. The theme of the power and effect of evil is competently 
handled. Once Anna arrives, its shadow is cast over the Hallows, but had they been 
kinder, their misfortune would not have occurred. Written in almost childlike prose, 
and probably less compelling than some of his earlier books, this has unexpected depths, 
less obscurity, and its everyday, contemporary setting adds appeal. 


Scribner 


Aldanov, Mark . 
THE TENTH SYMPHONY 4|2) $2.75 - 
Introduced by the author in a foreword as a “philosophical” or “symbolic 
novelette, this is more correctly a period pastiche, presenting intermittently, through 
minor incident, some of the near great and great who attended the Congress of Vienna, and 
again at later intervals. largely, these are seen through the aging eyes of M. Isabey, 
the French miniaturist:- the Empress Eugenie, a great beauty; Andrey Razumovsky, the 
Russian representative and patron of Beethoven who had fallen from grace. With the per- 
formance of the Ninth Symphony, one sees the torment of the composer in his last years, 
and the dream- incomplete- of the Tenth Symphony, and the philosophical allusion- and 
conclusion that “everyone has his Tenth Symphony". A fragmentary, nostalgic recreation 
of a period and personalities with all the courtly elegances of the time. Of question- 


able interest. 





Scribner 
HURRY, HURRY HOME %|2") _- $3.00 — 





Klempner, John 





* In what is reminiscent of the earlier Klempner books (Once Around the Block 
etc.) rather than the more recent, more cosmopolitan Letter to Five Wives, this is an 
appealing, affecting story of two sisters, their yix children, and their manless solid- 
arity. First Nora, who married Jackie at 16, because she had to, and because she loved 
him, loses him first to the local bars, then to the midwest as a family is too much for 
him. Then Sue, whose husband Walter had been killed overseas, gives up the twins she did 
not want to her mother-in-law and takes up singing with small-time bands. Given a job by 
Caz Casswell, Sue falls in love with his restless, gentle charm, thinks she loses him be- 
cause of the twins- rather than because of her desertion of them- and then finds he is a 
family man at heart, ready to take over not only hers but Nora's, when Jackie dies....A 
bright, facile touch and engaging characterization give this an edge on fiction in a 
field that is largely feminine in its following. 


Moorhead, Alan /6 - ym ais Scribner 
THE RAGE OF THE VULTURES $3.00 


An incisive, intelligent and cumulatively intense story of the British colonial 
resort in the Himalayas, Kandahar, as- in 1947- the British prepare to leave in the face 
of the Hindustan-Pakistan dispute. Here, in sharp detail, are those within the colony, 
the few too old to change, reluctant to leave their lives of privilege; the others, m- 
licious, indecisive, apprehensive, who finally panic before the tribesmen rumored to be 
descending. Particularly, it is the story of Pearson, who comes to Kandahar in the last 
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few days, falls in love with Elizabeth, who is blind and knows she will soon die, and of 
his regeneration as in action against the tribesmen, he loses the “fear of Fear” acquired 
in a concentration camp during the war, helps to secure safe passage for all...Holding, 
though perhaps for a market difficult to define. 


\3 
September 4 





Pennell, Joseph Stanley Scribner 





Subtitled 4 Museum of Home Life, the chief value of the book lies in its faith- 
ful reflection of the minutiae of details that form the background of lee Beckham's story- 
and that of his mother, Nora, granddaughter of Rome Hanks of Pennell*@ earlier book, 7he 
History of Rome Hanks. The scene is Kansas, and the action- and time track-shift back 
and forth, until, by the end, the pieces fall into place and round out the story of Tom 
Beckham's daughter, Nora, eubitious, self-willed, possessive, and of her marriage to the 
somewhat ineffectual photographer, and of her son, Lee, who tells the story. It is 4 
story that marks him as a weakling, complex in the elements that comprise his being,and 
of his brief and inglorious career in college, his initiation into the doubtfully termed 
"art" of sex. Only in the last quarter of the book does the author stray down the path 
of the libido, in most detailed and unpalatable fashion - the result of an abortive at- 
tempt to break the gilver cord. -The story ends with the father's death and the son's 
return. -A- thinly. plotted tale, which but for the earlier book, might have been by-pass- 
ed, defined simply ass period piece, complete to the last detail of the oatmeal wali- 
paper era. A dull era+’and frankly, for this reader anyhow, a dull book. It lacks 

the relief of brilliant passages which made Rome Hanks memorable. 


Spalding, Helen Scribner 
THE WHITE WITNESSES 2|15 | $3.00 
A civilized, questioning novel of people in conflict, this is primarily, but 
never obviously, a psychological portrait of a man bound by a sense of guilt to the wife 
who had died. Lewis Quinton, sculptor, lives in the rather self-bound world of his work, 
which is successful, on amiable, if aloof, terms with his sister who runs his household, 
and his daughter, Veronica, hopelessly in love with a married man. A succession of 
dreams makes Quinton increasingly aware of his isolation from others, and brings the 
admission, after 15 years’ silence, that his wife had committed syicide because of his 
lack of love for her, and that only with her death did he realize that love, and attempts 
suicide himself...An indirectly, obliquely holding story of the distortions of human re+ 
lationships, always restrained in its narration. © | 


Sisiliale, ‘Nedede q- Xo : Simon & Schuster | 
SOLDIERS DAUGHTERS NEVER CRY j, $2.95 — 
* Good light sean with sustained interest, deftly handled, in a fantastic yot 
fascinating story. Jik Lewis, 18-year old art stulent, is daughter of a Captain Miller 
who was thrown out of the Indian army for dishonesty- a charge stalwartly disputed by oe 
wife and daughter, but believed by his mother-in-law. Jik meets two Austrian army of- 
ficers, Kurt, cruel and arrogant, whom she hates, and Xandi, with whom she falls in pee 
She uses Kurt- has.an affair with him- in order to get to Austria to be near Xandi. On 
there she ditches Kurt, and goes to work in Xandi’s sister's hat shop, living with Xandi. 
Ilse learns that Kurt is a Nazi, and Kurt kills her fearing disclosure before the Germa 
take over Austria. Then Xandi acnds Jik back to England and escapes to join her there. 
Kurt's death at Jik’s hands is ruled as self-defense, and the last obstacle to Jik’s 
marriage to Xandi is removed, and she is reconciled with her family. Delightful char-— 
acterization, a somewhat eunthtex story adroitly handled; on the whole, good reading. | 
Though not for Gemeeevnti ves, 


THE HISTORY OF NORA BECKHAM $3.00 — 
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September _% 


Campbell, Patricia Superior 
LUSH VALLEY $3.00 


The author of £liza once again shows her very real ability to tell a good story, 
with situations that are vital and characters that are alive. The setting is Washington 
state, and a valley running down to the Pacific; the time, the late 19th century. Katti 
Trenholme has been charged with the death of her husband, Evan- and her story is told 
through the medium of her trial, punctuated with flashbacks which trace her unhappy 
childhood, and its strange developments. Her father is a weakling, her step-mother is 
an Indian; Katti, at fourteen, is raped by a high school fellow student when, at a re- 
vival meeting, their emotions are abnormally aroused. The community runs her out- and 
Tim DeLeon, who has an unsavory nightclub in a neighboring town, gives her a job as a 
singer. From there, she is persuaded by Trenholme to go to San Francisco to study. 
Actually, he wants her as his mistress, but attempts to walk out of the situation when 
she becomes pregnant - and does escape, but only after his friend, Craig, forces him to 
marry her. Again Katti takes a singing job at a nightclub, but eventually returns to 
Trenholme, to give her son a father. An old childhood sweetheart turns up. Evan ac- 
cuses her of faithlessness. And in 4s quarrel, he falls and kills himself...So much for 
the pattern of her story, told against the skeleton of the trial, the cross examination, 
the evidence of witnesses - and ending as the jury goes out, the decision still in 
question. A holding story, with emotional overtones, but without quite the freshness 
that characterized the earlier book. 


oeooeAND SUDDEN DEATH: Myster:es & Westerns 
August 23 


Manning, Roy Macrae-Smith 
RENEGADE RANCH $2.50 


Dodging dog-laigs and dealing death himself, young Lefty Lingren is forced not 
only to clear his name of the murder of his father, but also to protect his father's 
spread from marauding, enemy ranchers. His attempts are complicated by an outlaw twin 
brother, by suspicion of a bank robbery - and a girl. An old-fashioned gallop to this. 


Tompkins, Walker A. Macrae-Smith 
FLAMING CANYON $2.50 


Washington, and an Eden for cattle along the Coiombia River, the hotbed of a 
dispute over grazing rights between Del Troy, who had leased the land, and Bix Herrod, 
who was determined to run him out. The treachery of Whitey, Troy's partner, the counter- 
offensive of Roxie, the Mexican mystery girl, the misguided moves of Shasta Ives (later 
regretted), Herrod's bride to be, end in bloodshed and arson, but eventually Troy gets 
his land, his enemy and his girl. Free and easy on the gun play, if you can bear with 
the unintentional illiteracy of the language as she should not be written. | 


27 y 
September 2 |/ 


Stout, Rex Viking 
AND BE A VILLAIN | $2.50 


* The mountainous maestro, Nero Wolfe, spurred by the income tax, sells assorted 
clients the idea of his solving a murder six days old - that of a horse racing tipster 
poisoned after taking a soft drink on a radio program advertising the drink. Overhaul- 
ing his suspects, Wolfe backtracks on the interrelated lives of those connected with the 
program, trades with Inspector Cramer to get the New York police to do the detail work, 
runs Archie Goodwin ragged, inspects radio advertising ethics, is unable to prevent two 
more killings. He unties a complicated blackmail setup, pulls an answer out of thin air 
and makes it stick. Fat man ferreting de luxe. 
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September 3 

Cooke, David C.- Ad. Dutton 

BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR 1948 $2.50 


A round dozen, of which Colliers contributes 4, Hllery Queen's Mystery Ma ga- 
zine 3, and the SEP 2, the talent here is by no means unskilled and the regresentatives 
inolude some of the sapaitt practised professionals in the field. Particularly notable is 
Q. Patrick's story of a sight-seeing spinster and a mother-mad Mexican boy; Anthony 
Boucher's Retired Hangman and his one failure; Ellery Queen's George Washington whimsy; 
with Hugh Pentecost, Lawrence Blochman, John and Ward Hawkins among others that are 
familiar. The shorter form is here given smoother variations. 


September 8 / 


Dolph, Jack Morrow 
MURDER IS MUTUEL $2.50 - . 


The author, and participants, of Odds On Murder again engaged against a shadier 
social stratum as Dr. John Connor = and Detective Eddie Marsh - proceed in a matter of 
some counterfeit mutuel tickets, the disappearance of a percentage operator, Panty Burke, 
who wanted to go straight, and a murder. Connor, proteoting his missing man and the 
girl he was to have mrried, cannot save =< but clears - Panty Burke, identifies the 
killer for the police. Bum's rush. 


September 9 


Héterden, M. V. Doubleday 
THE CASE OF THE EIGHT BROTHERS $2.00 


Desmond Shannon again, taking no nonsense from nobody, as some unfinished nar- 
cotics business gives him a direct lead on his next case, the shooting of harmless Mr. 
Humphries, one of four brothers, who worked for Budder & Co., run by one of four broth- 
ers. Humphries® recent irritability and increased income give Shannon his presumptive 
evidence that he is involved as a distributor of drugs, leads to the apprehension of* 
the killer and the ring. Proficient, professional. 


Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubladay 
BAIT FOR MURDER $2.00 


* A good Elisha Macomber yarn, the setting Penberthy Island (Martha's Vineyerd, 
recognizable to habituees). The victim was everyone's enemy, and virtually the whole 
vast of fishermen, professionals and amateurs, had it in for him, from the time he stole 
a swordfish from the Three Sisters. There were several other candidates for murderer 
as thé’story is told by Andrea Philbrick, but- for no good reason- the major clue is 
given in the second line. Good fishing! Crime Club. 


September cer. f° 


Bonham, Frank Simon & Schuster 
LOST STAGE VALLEY $2.60 


* Par prose and better ballistics as Grif Holbrook goes to Tucson to clear up 
the stagecoach stealings that are taking place just before the Civil War. Holbronk®s 
investigations lead him to the Southern sympathizers at the bottom of the plot to run 
the stages to the South before the war begins. At the end of a chase and a battle be- 
tween the two factions, the day is saved by the arrival of Annie Benson, madem and sal- 
oon-keeper, with a cannon. Holbrook gets the stages and Annie too. Super-standard. 


Quentin, Patriok Simon & Schuster 
RUN TO DEATH $2.00 


* Peter Duluth, again, returning from Mexico to Iris but still suseeptible, pur- 
sues the death of defenseless Deborah Brand who had appealed te him. Hp is almogt sub- 
merged by the seductive attentions of Russian Vera, and is unable to save the life of 
tourist Mrs. Snood who carried information from the dead girl. In a succession of 
€oubletakes and doublecrosses, Peter confides in the wrong poops, | but is finally able 
to get his proof to the right sources. Enterprising and engaging 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for August 





Carson, Robert - THE BRIDE SAW RED Heckelmann, Charles - DEPUTY MARSHAL 
Ernst @ Loth - AMERICAN SEXUAL BEHAVIOR Lockridge, F. & R. ~ HANGED FOR A SHEEP ( 
AND THE KINSEY REPORT Millhauser, Bertram and Dix, Beulah Marie- 


Greene, Graham - THE MAN WITHIN HOT LEATHER 
Greene & Abell- fds. - FIRST LOVE Smith, H. Allen - LOW MAN ON A TOTEM POLE 
(Original) Steinbeck, John - THE RED PONY 


i 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) for August 


Coxe, George Harmon - CHARRED WITNESS MacKinnon, Allan - HOUSE OF DARKNESS 
Greig, Maysie - CANDIDATE FOR LOVE Raine, William MacLeod - GUNFIGHT PASS 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts - THE BAT 





THE GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. for:August 2 
Biué Ribbon (Each $1.00) 
McPartland, John - SEX IN OUR CHANGING WORLD 


De Luxe 
Bmerson, A. I. & Weed, Clarence - OUR Pfeiffer, G. & L. = Comps. = LANGUAGE THROUGH 
TREES: HOW TO KNOW THEM- $2.98 PICTURES - $2.50 (Original) 
Lewis, Benjamin - RIDING - $2.29 Woodford, J.-PLOTTING FOR EVERY KIND OF 


WRITING - $1.49 
Halcyon House 


Copeland, L.- £d, - THB WORLD'S BEST Ludlum, S. D.- Ed. = GREAT SHOOTING STORIES - 


JOKES - $1.49 $1.49 
Henry, L. GC. - HUMOROUS ANECDOTES ABOUT Matthews, Clyde - SO YOU WANT TO BE A MODEL - 
FAMOUS PEOPLE - $1.29 $2.00 


Zweig, Stefan - BALZAC - $1.49 


Star Dollar 





Josselyn, Daniel W. - WHY BE TIRED? Pashko, Stanley - THE BOOK OF INDOOR GAMES 
Sun Dial 
Dickens, Charles - THE ADVENTURES OF Levi, Carlo - CHRIST STOPPED AT BBOLI - 
OLIVER TWIST=$1,00 $1.00 
Howard, Elizabeth M. - BEFORE SUN Maugham, W, S, = CREATURES OF CIRCUMSTANCE- 
GOES DOWN = $1.49 $1.29 


Scott, Natalie Anderson - THE STORY OF MRS, MURPHY - $1.49 





Triangle (Each $.49) 


Cain, James M. - DOUBLE INDEMNITY Hamilton, Kay - THB DOCTOR ON BLM STREET 
and THE EMBEZZLER Haycox, Ernest - BUGLES IN THE AFTERNOON 
Gardner, Hrle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE CARELESS KITTEN 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP for August 


Dollar Books 


Benchley, Robert - THE TREASURER'S REPORT Hill, Grace L. - THE FINDING OF JASPER HOLT 

Haycox, Ernest - RIM OF THE DESERT Hill, Grace L. - WHERE TWO WAYS MET 

Herschfield: Ford: Laurie:- THE NEW “CAN Rovere, Richard - THE MAGNIFICENT SHYSTERS 
YOU TOP THIS" LAUGH ROUNDUP 


Notion Picture Tie-In 
Hopley, George NIGHT HAS A THOUSAND EYES - $1.00 
Specials 
Breen, Mary - THE CHILDREN'S PARTY BOOK-$1.49 Mangan, James T, - THE KNACK OF SELLING 
Kinnaird, Clark- £d.- ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUZZLES YOURSELF- $1.49 
AND PASTIMES - $1,98 

Additions: to the Famous Will James Stories ¢ $1.49 Each 

COWBOYS NORTH AND SOUTH - THE DRIFTING COWBOY 
NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY for. August 


Signets: (Each $.25) 
Anet, Claude - ARIANE Culbertson, Ely - CONTRACT BRIDGE FOR EVERYONE 
Cain, James M. - PAST ALL DISHONOR Lehman, Paul Evan - BLOOD OF THE WEST 


Mentors: (Each $.35) 


Commager, Henry Steele- 4d. - AMERICA IN PERSPECTIVE 
Huxley, Julian - MAN IN THE MODERN WORLD 


POCKETBOOKS ¢Each $.25) for August 


Brand, Max - THE LONGHORN FEUD Jones, Guy & Constance - PEABODY'S MERMAID 
Fischer, Bruno - MORE DEATHS THAN ONE Lindsay, Norman - AGE OF CONSENT 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes - STUDENT NURSE Norris, Kathleen ~ THE FOOLISH VIRGIN 


Rice, Craig - THE BIG MIDGET MURDERS 
WORLD BOOKS. for August 


Books of Merit 


Dreiser, Theodore ~- AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY - ROGET'S THESAURUS OF ENGLISH WORDS AND PHRASES- 


Intro. H.l. Mencken - Illus. Grant $1.00 

Reynard - $3.50 Ges  SHAKESPEARB'S COMPLETE WORKS - Thumb indexed - 
Duran, Carlos - STANDARD SPANISH-ENG- ($2.49 

LISH DICTIONARY AND ENGLISH-SPAN- Van Doren, Carl - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - $2.49 

ISH DICTIONARY - $.65 | Van Doren, Carl- £7, - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S AUTO- 
THE MATTHEWS-NORTHRUP NEW WORLD ATLAS BIOGRAPHICAL WRITINGS - $1.49 - (Ahove two 

WITH STRATOSPHERE MAPS - $.50 volumes boxed, $3.98) 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 
Bierce, Ambrose - THE DEVIL'S DICTIONARY 
_ The Living Library (Each $1.00) 
James, William - PSYCHOLOGY - Introduction by Ralph Berton Perry 
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Among Those Present 


Heien Mears’ MIRROR FOR AMERICANS: JAPAN (Houghton) is exciting and disturbing. 
reading, but not easy selling, There are two that will be fun to sell, Mildred S. Topp's 
SMILE PLEASE (Houghton) and Jean S, Grossman's LIFE WITH FAMILY. Reports below. 


Gp . No MUST BOOKS. Scarcely any titles on which one can feel reasonably sure of a de- 
mand 


PROBLEMATICAL NON FICTION 
July 26 


Norton 


Richardson, Henry Handel 
MYSELF WHEN YOUNG $3.00 
Left incomplete at her death in 1946, this memoir of the Australian novelist 
records her early life and ends with her marriage to Prof. Robertson. Notes from her 
husband's diaries and an essay on her art complete this book, Here one reads of a Vic-. 
torian childhood in Melbourne; the failure of her father's practice which resulted in a 
move up-country, end his breakdown and death, providing the scaffolding for Richard 
Mahony's story. Then came years of financial insecurity, her schooling, her first (at 
fourteen) and long standing love for the Vicar; the trip to England, then.to Leipzig 
where much was sacrificed to train her for a concert career which was not realized when 
she married- against maternal opposition- Prof. Robertson. Written with the leisure, the 
restraint, the classicism which has distinguished all her writing, this will appeal to 
many of her followers, but some of her devotees will be disappointed in the paucity of 


philosophical content. 
August 16 


Gilberg, Aage Norton 
ESKIMO DOCTOR $3.00 


A modest, muted and at all times appreciative account of a year spent in the 
very farthest north of Greenland's Thule, by a young Danish doctor and his recently ac- 
quired wife, Lisbet. Remembering from his boyhood the grandeur and isolation of this 
country, Gilberg was to be equally impressed on his return by the natives, their hospi- 
tality, infectious good humor, pious and frugal contentment. Here is the life he led 
there; his twelve bed hospital; visits to outlying outposts; the high prevalence of 
tuberculosis; the already established standards of health and hygiene. And, on the per- 
sonal side, there are festivities and celebrations; trips by dogsled; hunting for ptarmi- 
gan, whale and the rare musk ox. And finally, their departure, so that Lisbet can have 
her baby at home...At all times stressing the civilities and civilization of a primitive 
people, this is a pleasing portrayal of general travel rather than specifically medical 
interest. Something of the fablocna market, perhaps. 


August” 18 AY 
Struik, Dirk } Little, Brown 
YANKEE SCIENCE IN THE MAKING $5.00 


Swell background material, that with more challenging editing might have been 
made into an outstanding and popular history of science, a book along the lines of the 
widely publicized Mechanization Takes Command by Giedion (see P. 185). The book deals 
with New England's contributions from Colonial times to the Civil War in the fields of 
astronomy, navigation, canal and road building, manufacturing, natural history, geology 
and archaeology. Taken in small doses, the material is fascinating; perhaps not intended 
for straight ahead reading. The author has obviously done an extraordinarily painstaking 
labor of research, but has no sense of relative importance or editing his material, and 
bogs down in detail. Sell it as a”Flowering of W.E. Science, - 

















§ 








July 1, 1948 Non-fiction 7 -327- 
August 23 


Woodbury, George Norton 
JOHN GOFFE'S MILL $3.00 


* A completely disarming account of what happens when an archaeologist and his 
wife cut themselves off from Boston and Harvard and head for family property in the coun- 
try, there to build a new life. The fact of there being a mill on the property and the 
unprecedented disaster of the hurricane impelled them not only to find it-possible to eat 
from their land, but to make it pay its way. Their experiences in restoring the mill with 
local labor, in coping with a barn of a house, in achieving success in their various ven- 
tures will appeal to all who like original back to the frontier adventures, embellished 
with unforced humor and a sense of gaiety. The New Hampshire background provides a new 
setting in a market saturated with Maine. I11'd. 


August-2¢—~ Soft | 4 
nad t | 


Mears, Helen Houghton, Mifflin 
MIRROR FOR AMERICANS: JAPAN $3.50 , 


* This is a very important book, but its evident truths are unpalatable and many 
of its arguments are sure to rouse controversy and disagreement. All of which may make 
the book sell. Let's hope so- it ought to be read, even if the mirror held up to Ameri- 
cans of ourselves in the role we have assigned to Japan is not a pleasant picture. Helen 
Mears, author of The Year of the Wild Boar (Lippincott, 1942) returned to Japan as part 
of an advisory commission on labor. Her conclusions advanced in this book are therefore 
based on her previous familiarity with and interest in Japan, plus closeup observation 
of American occupation. She recognizes it as a miracle of organization and mechanical 
ingenuity, but feels that it is based on false premises, and that we are today repeating 
yesterday's failures. This is not, however, a study of the occupation, but goes farther 
back into an analysis of the emergence of Japan as the spearhead of Asiatic liberation, 
establishing the Greater Asiatic Co-Prosperity Sphere as an effort to break free from the 
western democracies. Here is the case for Japan- here is the charting of our failure to 
accept the basic differences in the Pacific and European conflicts. Here are the errors 
of judgment, the myths promulgated to explain our policy, the falsity of the picture of 
the Japanese as an aggressive warlike people, the underplaying of the facts as they 
emerged of Japan's lack of supplies, food, man-power, equipment. She pictures a Japan 
defeated long before Potsdam strengthened their flagging spirit to survive; she shows 
that the demoralization of the troops was based on propaganda that painted American 
soldiers as just what we visualized Japanese soldiers to be. She does not defend the | 
barbaric cruelty of the Japanese, but does criticize our failure to recognize the roots. 
She challenges the illusion of stability in re-educating the Japanese, claiming that the 
universality of our economic principles is debatable, that cultural and social reform 
cannot be built on our assumptions. She paints a grim picture of a wholly prostrate 
nation, to whom democracy and punishment seem synonymous. She insists the major powers 
are reaping what they sowed, and must recognize this before building for peace and human 
welfare. There's an occasional sense of repetition - but perhaps that..is intentional. The 
overall effect is of an arraignment of our policy- from the pre-war to the post-war times, 
amply documented and convinoingly argued. Whether it can be accepted or not, it should 
provide a salutary warning. 


September 1 


Breland, Osmond P. Harper 
ANIMAL FACTS AND FALLACIES aie $2.75. 


Fascinating bits and pieces of information on misinformation, facts and lore on 
mammals, birds, fish, reptiles. Data on size, speed, peculiarities, weight, characteris- 
tics, life spans, reproductive processes, habits; explanations of beliefs, widespread ex- 
aggerations. The material is collected from scattered sources, and brought together in 















July 1 1948 Non-fiction -328- 
one book. A boon for the parent wanting to answer questions the young fry ask, for nature 
classes and groups, this is easy to handle from the reference angle because of its classi- 
fication, arrangement, table of contents made up of paragraph headings, and index. To: sheak 
facts against superstition produces an intriguing book. 


September 6 


Univ. of Chicago Press 


Chaplin, Ralph 
$5.00 


WOBBLY: The Rough & Tumble Story of an American Radical 


* The autobiography of an I.W.W. leader - and a revealing picture of the movement 
seen from the inside of the crusading poet, artist and editor, who with Debs, Heywood, 
Frank Little, Joe Hill, St. John built up I.W.W. to its peak strength, only to see it 
crumble with the anti-war stand in 1918 - and collapse utterly with the Communist infil- 
tration of the labor ranks after the war. On the personal level, this is the story of 
the making of a radical, a life of poverty and violence, of unionism as a primary purpose 
for his writing and his artistio abilities. As an editor he fought through major labor 
battles. But with World War I he went to Leavenworth for anti-war propaganda. When 
Harding commuted his sentence, he came out to fight the Communist- led bid for power in 
unionism, a losing battle on the West Coast particularly. He rejects the C.I.0. as Moscow- 
controlled, the A.F. of L. ag reactionary, and finds little on the labor front, except 
its accomplishments, to assuage his conscience, and has bit by bit re-essessed his. values 
to an idealistic nationalism, a return to God....A vivid, inside story which reads like Dos 
Passos; & soul-searing ideological growth of a serious, socially-consoious person. Very 


good reading in a special field. 


September 7 


Crowell 
PIONEER PREACHER $3.00 


* A sure novelist's talent makes this personal story of the daughter of a Baptist 
missionary first rate entertainment. It has the adventures and swift pace of a western 
pioneer story, and the warmth and humor of personal memoirs of a few crowded years in 
frontier Texas at the turn of the century. The years mark the establishment of her fa- 
ther's congregation, and the start of a new church in La Mesa. For 10 year old Opal it 
was @ spirited childhood, filled with happiness, excitement and tragedy, and the intimate, 
ample knowledge to which a minister's family has access. Good Americana- regional values 
and a personal record of a relatively recent frontier. 


Berryman, Opal Leigh 


Crowell 


Cummings, Parke 
THE WHIMSEY REPORT $2.00 

Fired for spending too much time reading a report on masculine recreation, the 
author was driven by necessity (and inspiration?) to do his own research on man and his 
natural habits. This concludes sporadically, rather than scientifically, on certain com- 
mon denominators of American life:- colds, money, domestic behavior, travel (chiefly com- 
mutation), sports (particularly horse racing), food, sleep, child care, the telephone, 
will power, etc. etc. A fairly familiar- and not often rousingly funny, literary device - 
this parodying of the current cause celebre. But is it profitable? 


September 8) 


Topp, Mildred Spurrier Houghton, Mifflin 
SMILE PLEASE $3.00 // 


* Occupational and sections) humor, as @ photographer-mother, and the Delta of the 
W.C.T.U., anti-Republicanism, and holy-rollering sin and salvation provide the ingredients 
and incidents of a childhood recall. Mother learns a trade, sets up a gallery in Green- 
wood, Mississippi, and moves her parents and her daughters from Tennessée, and then pro- 
ceeds to tangle with the town in her championship of an unwed mother. In her tacit black- 
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mail of the man she believes guilty, she gets financial protection for the girl, and even- 
tually a wedding license. Then daughter Mildred runs general interference as she gets in- 
volved ine shooting, in a conjure, defeats her rival for a part in a showboat produotion 
(via poison ivy) and makes the most here in print of her mishaps and misuse of pollysyli- 
ables...An exuberant, practically ebullient return to other days, other ways, which is at 
times suspect of adult reconditioning. 


September 8 


Brown, Vinson . Little, Brown 
THE AMATBUR NATURALIST'S HANDBOOK $3.50 


A nice fat omnibus book, full of interesting material on plants, animals, wea- 
ther, minerals, etc. There's an unusual twist in the manner of organization. The material 
is divided into three sections, each covering the same broad topics, but arranged in order 
of progressive difficulty. The rank beginner will find the first section comprehensible, 
and so automatically progress to the second, and then to the third sections. We could do 
without the purple passages, but in the main the book is sound scientifically, and pro- 
vocative and stimulating. The one section that seems a bit above the reach of the amateur 
naturalist is that dealing with biology, which would seem to demand some basic knowledge 
of the subject. 204 good clear illustrations. Bibliography. And we hope there's to be 
an index, though advance information does not mention it. 


Baumann, John vA Morrow _ ro 
OLD MAN CROW'S BOY $400 ~— 


* The story of a boyhood in Idaho that makes a corking outdoor book for men of all 
ages. For here is his growing up under the tutelage of two older brothers, a perfection- 
ist father, the expert teaching of Frenchy who knew everything about trapping and hunting, 
and the casual indoctrination of his father's old friends,- Foggy, the blacksmith, Tatum 
the storekeeper, pictured vividly and missing none of the adventures in ranching, hunt- 
ing, fishing, trapping the Sprout enjoyed. From becoming an expert cowboy, on to jobs 
that would earn him the thoroughbreds he coveted, he became through his fame as a tracker, 
a deputy sheriff. Wild horses, salmon, goats, lion, bear, sheep and of course cattle and 
more horses- these were the things he knew and of which he writes so well. The Malad 
River Basin is the setting. A natural for sportsmen. a, 


Thompson, James Alden Doubleday 
THE SCENES OF MY CHILDHOOD $5.00 


A fragmentary, fond recall by the brother of Kathleen Norris, based on the dia- 
ries of their. mother, and intended originally as a family memoir. It still is chiefly 
that, with little of great moment to the outsider. The diaries open in 1895, four years 
before her death, nineteen years after her marriage - and the setting is the San Francis- 
co home which housed her sister-in-law, and her own six children. There are details of 
domestics, of menus, picnics, gardening, visits, illnesses, birthdays, the excitement of 
the installation of electricity, the tragedy of the death of a child, and finally her 
own death in 1899. Introduction by Kathleen Norris. Limited value. 


Royce, Josiah: Knopf 
CALIFORNIA $4.00 
A reissue of one of the basic source books on California, first published in 
1886. This is a detailed record of ten momentous years,- 1846-56, years which encompass- 
ed the conquest of California, the discovery of gold, the making of the constitution, the 
statehood. Still lively reading, and particularly valuable in the scholarly weighing of 
the evidence in the still disputed Fremont case. Centennial item of special interest. 
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September 9 


Rinehart 


Hawes, Elizabeth 
ANYTHING BUT LOVE » $2.75 
An old outfielder who has battled fashion and other feminine shibboleths for 
years goes for the perverted effects on feminine audiences of the women's magazines, ad- 
vertising, popular non-fiction items, radio and films, and Forever Amber as the sole fic- 
tion title thrown into the reference frame. In a manner as subtle as a bludgeon, she 
reports, with verbatim quotes, the pretty patterns of deceit, cheating, pretense that pass 
for rules for feminine behavior advocated by the short story writers, the advertisers of 
beauty, gadgets, housekeeping and fashion. She builds up a chronological graph of the 
indoctrination of the woman's world from 12 to beyond 35... The resultant portrait of 
Miss (later Mrs.) America has for antidote only nausea to clear the system of the poisons. 
Career women, women aspiring to marriage, brides, married women - all should blanch to 
read what is expected of them; should wince to realize that what passes for entertainment 
has such a vicious twist. As funny as a conk on the head - but maybe that's the inten- 


tion. You can't say she doesn't give battle. 


September 10 ,_ 


Grossman, Jean Schick Appleton-Century 
LIFE WITH FAMILY $3.00 -— 


A backward look on twenty five years of parenthood, this is a discussion of 
average family situations and problems which combines interpretation and suggestion, 
offers general guidance. Here, among many considerations, are such recommendations as 
admitting your mistakes - perfection is not a parental requisite; following your instincts 
rather than the book; what the child should determine and what the parent; the importance 
of friendly companionship with your children; the development of work attitudes; money 
problems; the working mother; recreation and relaxation; emotions and their expression, 
and so on. Based largely on her own experiences, as mother and worker in the field of 
child guidance, this is pleasantly discursive, flexible counseling. 


September 12 


Meyer, Jerome S,. ' Dutton 

FUN- TO- DO $2.95 
The well-known purveyor of game books here presents a collection of the kinds 

of tricks that I, for one, never can remember twenty four hours after they have been 

carefully explained to me. I can do better by his quizzes, which deal with an odd assort- 

ment of things,- cliches, gadgets, etiquette, hobbies. And his word games are fun- and 

not routine. 


September 13 


Pease, Herbert L. Crowell 
SINGING RAILS $3.00 


The author's reminiscences of early days of railroading, first as a telegrapher 
in Illinois small towns, then as a ticket seller in Chicago, and later a travelling pass- 
enger agent...Full of youthful excitement, he was only 17 when he started,- wrecks and 
near wrecks, cockeyed characters, he gives the flavor of the men and places he worked, 
the human interest behind the mere selling of tickets, and the artful dodges that kept 
& passenger agent ahead of his competitors. Because of the technical language, this is 
of first appeal for railroad fans of all ages. : | 
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September 13 


Farber, Milton Dutton 
® BLACKSTONE AND WHITE ROCK $2.75 





A racy, gamey inside peek at the legal profession which does for lawyers what 
My Fiag Is Down did for New York cabbies. There's no attempt at autobiography but rather 
disjointed recall of long poker sessions, a, broken down prize fighter, over-sexed and al- 
coholic secretaries, polygamists, bootleggers, salesmen, drunken judges, swindlers, mad- 
men, mad women, lushes, lady hearse drivers, gamblers, rich clients, and of course the 
succulent tid-bits of the divorce courts. He tells of his father and his life spent in 
heckling the town judge; of his own boyhood career running errands in 4 bar, working as 
@ law clerk. But most of the book recounts tales of woe and fringe adventures in the 
profession. Fast, spicy reading. 





lo- 18 Farrar, Straus 
THE WORLD FROM JACKSON SQUARE $4.50 


Basso, Etolia-fd. 


Addition to the City and Country Reader Series = this is New Orleans. And again 
it bears witness to the fact that New Orleans- like Paris- supplies inspiration to all 
kinds of writers. Much of the material is drawn from primary sources of early explorers 
and travelers, memoirs dating back to 1697, letters, chronicles, historical bits from the 
Indian troubles of the mid 19th century, to considerable emphasis on the period of the 
War between the States. Travelers,- French, English, American- have left their records, 
Fearon, Harriet Martineau, Lyell, Lafcadio, Hearn. Naturalists (Audubon), poets (Whitman 
and Sandburg), writers(Thackeray, Mark Twain, Galsworthy, Dos Passos, Sherwood Anderson, 
Stark Young)- some with stories, some with descriptive pieces. Lyle Saxon, George Cable, 
Hamilton Basso, Oliver leFarge- New Orleans was in their blood as in their writing. I 

@. miss Roark Bradford and today’s outstanding recorder= Harnett Kane. But otherwise the 
roster seems generously representative of all phases. 





Whitman, Howard . Pellegrini & Gudahy 
LET*’S TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT SEX $2.50 


With the ignorance and misinformation prevalent in this supposedly informed era, 
this proselytizes, justifiably, in the field of proper parental sex education, since 
neglect is responsible for many of the contemporary catastrophes,- divorce, promiscuity, 
abnormality, as well as juvenile delinquency. The first step- your own attitude, so often 
reflected in the child's; the words to use; the questions that will be asked- and how to 
answer; when- and how much- information to give. Particular problems,- nudity in the 
home, masturbation, menstruation, how to handle them; phases of behavior and development 
both normal and abnormal; counseling, before and after marriage, and where it may be se- 
cured; the role of the school, the church, psychiatry, and how moral and religious con- 
cepts are related, and so on. A book‘for both parent and teacher, for the institution 
as well as the home, this is plain spoken and helpful. 


Laval, Josee- Fd; j Scribner 
THE DIARY OF PIERRE LAVAL }/2) Y piel 
/ , 4 gy 
The title is misleading, for though this is done in a sort of diary form, ac- : 
| tually it is not a day-by-day record, but an extenuation written in prison before his 
death, and intended as the basis of his defense at the trial that didn’t materialize. It 
lacks even the questionable value of the Goebbels Diaries in that it is written after 
the event, in explanation, elucidation and defense. He goes back to his stand on the 
@icare-tavai plan, his regret at its failure. He discusses his attitude on Britain's fi- 
nancial crisis, on Mussolini and Ethiopia, on the armistice (and claims he was not con- 























July 1, 1948 Non-fiction -552~ 
sulted) on his disagreements with Petain's domestic policy- and his contribution to the 
foreign policy (he takes credit for saving French Morocco from Franco). He skirts the 
DeGaulle issue but takes credit for staying in France- for the Vichy set-up as bolstering 
French morale. He disclaims responsibility for the laws against Jews, Communists, eto., 
and traces the procedure in setting up exchange of prisoners for workers. He considers 

he bolstered Petain’s turndown of the offer of an alliance after the North African land- 
ings, when Germany sought French support. He explains the position on the Caribbean fleet. 
He sums up his role, saying that his error lay in accepting the receivership of a nation 
in bankruptcy.... All very plausible- and very dull. Valuable for the record. 


September ? ,/) 5 


i 


Wertenbaker, Thomas J. : Scribner 
FATHER KNICKERBOCKER REBELS $5500 4 >” 


A narrowly channeled piece of history, part of a major project, and an interest- 
ing part in that so little emphasis has been laid on it elsewhere,- New York and the years 
of Revolution. First the discontent with English rule, then from that to open resistance, 
the short span during which New York was held by the patriots, and the extended years of 
British occupation, ending in. the Declaration of Independence and the evacuation of the 
Tories. In detail, the economic, social, political pressures are reviewed; there are ex- 
aminations of the fashionable life, the state of the food, health, morale during the war 
years; the effects of the changing governors on the life of both Tory and rebel; the 
treatment of the patriots, and the attitudes of the city to changing fortunes of war. The 
emphasis is on New York as an oasis and haven for the British in a country dedicated to 
eradicating them. It is - in addition- the story of the corruption of a military govern- 
ment, the inglorious practices that came in the wake of the city’s isolation and enemy 
attitude. A copious account of a specific period, an adden@& to other books on the Revo- 


lution. But for students largely. 


te 
Simon & Schuster 


Pratt, Caroline 

; I LEARN FROM CHILDREN $3.00 

A persuasive presentation of progressive education, by a foremost pioneer and 

practitioner in the field, who now at eighty, reviews her experience as the prime mover 
in the City and Country School in New York. From a one-room school in Fayetteville, 
Caroline Pratt came to New York to train and eventually to learn from very small children 
in her play group. Looking for the “child's lost desire to learn”, she soon formulated 
the basic principles of the then new type of education which related the schoolroom to 
the world, the play impulse, the work impulse. Beginning with six children in an apart- 
ment, the school grew to the point of having Zorach and Lucy Sprague Mitchell on the staff, 
and additional age groups were brought in. The program of the ‘7's and the validity of 
postponing reading until then is argued; the 8's, who have a job to do- and various group 
programs; creative work; behavior concepts; the apprehensive parents; and the end result- 
the learning is there, though the approach is different... The marketability of this is 
not simple. Those who cling to the traditional will not be interested; others are al- 
ready convinced. But the progressive parent and pedagogue with an open mind should pro- 
vide a substantial and fertile field. } 


Two Very Late Arrivals 


Hall, Jeanne M. & Barrows 
Ebner, Belle A. 500 RECIPES BY REQUEST | $3.00 


Daughters of “Mother Anderson” of the famous Dutch Kitchens in Minnesota (near 
Rochester), have collected these recipes long proved popular in this well-known mid- 
western hotel. Favorite dishes- here presented in family quantity, with enough of human 
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interest and color and anecdote to add extra spice. At first I thought this was one cook- 
book I didn't need for myself, but I was so intrigued by some of the special bread and 

roll recipes, some the desserts, some of the preserves, conserves and pickles, and some 
& very good ideas for second day dishes from left-overs, that the book goes out to my 
eae: kitchen this week-end, for sampling. I'm sure I gained pounds just reading it. 
Publ. 


Salisbury, Albert & Jane Superior 
HERE ROLLED THE COVERED WAGONS $6.75 (Ltd. Ed.) 
L-00 o Trae = 
A photographic book with text opposite every full page of pictures, a text which 
enlivens the road for the modern traveler, by bringing to memory- and knowledge- some- 
thing about each point of historical and biographical interest in the area of the Pacific 
Northwest covered by this book. A fine piece of book-making- with some 223 photographs 
made in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and North Dakota. Road notes for the 
grand tour, beginning at Yellowstone Park and including side trips. Map end papers. 
Bibliography. Index. (Publ.) 


And a. Sheaf cf Verse 


-MacLeish, Archibald ; Random House 
ACTFIVBE and Other Poems $2.50 


When Mr. MacLeish is dealing with man in large areas, as he does in the title 
poem, his verse is intelligent and rhythmic. He doesn’t duck behind clouds in this the 
longest poem in the volume. In it there is a hard, clear, abstract language interspersed 
with simplicity and reality...He sees man, after two years, stripped to his most severe 
form, standing in the dark without the protections of his past,- God, strong hero or 
leader. Now man is suddenly man and the result is good and bare fact. The poem has 
space as MacLeish describes the blackness surrounding man; it has an enclosed space as 
he finds man’s hope in “the flesh and the bone”, in the resilience of the will, in the 
unconquerable desire to love in spite of having every reason not to love...In lesser 
poems, like Poem in Prose he is almost maudlin. Another poem,Geography of Our Time 
is prose-like. In it he calls for a thoughtful fluidity of boundaries, a recognition of 
progress and change even though there are no visible lines or points to act as guides. 
It is a plea for mature vision and action...Other poems deal with the indefinability of 
love, the necéssity of answering the dead GI's with a constructive world, the need for 
@ political and social consciousness...Mr. MacLeish has a universal and moral conscience 
and these poems, for the most part, are the result. (8/16) 


Scott, Winfield Townley Macmillan 
MR. WHITTIER .and Other Poems $1.75 


New England austerity, and integrity are the best distinguishing characteris- 
tics of Winfield Townley Scott's poetry. And, indeed, most of the verses in this latest 
slim volume deal with New England persons and places, if one excepts the long dramatic 
dialogue Hamiet,. There is, however and alas, a certain ineptness and insufficiency in 
these poems, many of which have previously appeared in contemporary journals; and one 
cannot but wish that this talent would at last mature and take some shape of definite 
outline. Of note only to readers with a strong interest in current poetic trends. (9/24) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


John Day 
Douglas, W.O.- BEING AN AMERICAN- price from $2.75 to $2.50 
Sjahrir, Soetan- OUT OF EXILE- from 6/? to 8/? 


Doubleday 
Lang, D.- EARLY TALES OF THE ATOMIC AGE- from 7/22 to 8/5. Definite 
price is $2.75 
Lowry, R.- FIND ME IN FIRE- definite price is $3.00 
Schultz & Hill- Title from THE COMPLETE BABY BOOK FOR MOTHERS AND FATHERS 
to YOUR BABY: The Complete Baby Book for Mothers and Fathers. Date 
from 8/19 to 10/7 


Harper 
Lewin, K.- RESOLVING SOCIAL CONFLICTS- postponed to 7/14. Price from 
$4.00 to $3.50 | 
Overstreet, Bonaro- HOW TO THINK ABOUT OURSELVES- postponed to 7/14 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Barbour, H.B.- SANDWICH, THE TOWN THAT GLASS BUILT- price from $3.50 to 
$5.00 
Forbes, Esther- THE RUNNING OF THE TIDE- from 8/26 to 9/21 
Lasswell, M.- BREAD FOR THE LIVING- price from $3.00 to $2.75 
Summers, Hollis- CITY LIMIT- price from $3.00 to $2.75 


Little, Brown 
Lancaster, Bruce- NO BUGLES TONIGHT- An Atlantic Monthly Press Book 


Macmillan 
Bentley, Phyllis- LIFE STORY- from 8/17 to 9/14 
Dorfman & Johnson- OVERWEIGHT IS CURABLE- from 8/17 to 10/5 
Kuzminskaya, T.A.- TOLSTOY AS I KNEW HIM- from 5/25 to 7/20 
Nicolson, M.H.- VOYAGES TO THE MOON- from 8/10 to 9/14 


Scribner 
(J) Brown, Paul- PONY FARM- from 7/10 to 8/23 
Crone, Anne- BRIDIE STEEN- definite date 8/23 
Holland, Marcus- SAPPHO- definite date 8/23 
larson, May~ KENNEL, SHOW AND FIEBLD- definite date 8/23 
Stewart, C.P.- THREE ROADS TO VALHALLA- definite date 8/23 


NOTE ON CHRISTMAS LISTS 


Because of competitive prices and present printing costs, we are giving up the 
Holiday Book Lists. This is a word of warning to those-who.are accustomed to 
using them, and we are most appreciative of the interest you have shown in the. 
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CONTEMPORARY 


A CANDLE FOR ST. JUDE (Viking) 

OUR GIFTED SON (Houghton, Mifflin) 
ROLL BACK THE SEA (Simon & Schuster) 
TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER (Harper) 
THREE ROADS TO VALHALLA (Scribner) 
ONE CLEAR CALL (Viking) 

NO HIGHWAY (Morrow) 


Godden, Rumer 

Baker, Dorothy 

den Doolaard, A. 
Smith, Betty 
Stewart, Catherine P. 
Sinclair, Upton 
Shute, Nevil 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


Forester, C.S. THE SKY AND THE FOREST (Little, Brown) 


August Book of the Month Club selection 


NO BUGLES TONIGHT (Little, Brown) 


Lancaster, Bruce 
CATALINA (Doubleday) Ot) 


Maugham, W. Somerset 
Allen, Hervey 
Literary Guild selection 


Roark, Garland FAIR WIND TO JAVA (Doubleday) 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS 


THE LONG ESCAPE (Random House) 
THE 4TH FUNERAL (Doubleday) 
OVER THE EDGE (Morrow) 


Dodge, David 
Leonard, Charles L. 
Treat, Lawrence 


LOK =. Pte Toon 


ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 


ROAD TO SURVIVAL (William Sloane) 

LATIN AMERICAN DIARY (Random House) 

MIRROR FOR AMERICANS: JAPAN (Houghton 
Mifflin) 


Vogt, William 
Josephs, Ray 
Mears, Helen 


BIOGRAPHY 


Pretorius, Major P.J. JUNGLE MAN (Dutton) 
Woodbury, George JOHN GOFFE'S MILL (Norton) 
Skinner, Cornelia Otis FAMILY CIRCLE (Houghton, Mifflin) 


HUMOR 


WESTWARD HA! (Simon & Schuster) 


Perelman, 5.J. 
THE TOWN WITH THE FUNNY NAME (Dutton) 


Miller, Max 


TOWARD THE MORNING (Rinehart)September 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 13 | 
In collaboration with Nina Schneider 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Otto, Margaret Capitol Publ. Co. 
THE BOAT BOOK 139-5th Ave., N.Y.C. 10 
$1.00 = 


Rhymes to accompany the illustrations in full color by Norman Reeves, this is 
similar to the fire engine and train books whose covers are cutouts of the subjects of 
the books. Here are toy, ferry, house, sail, tug, fire, steam, motor boats, lightship, 
freighter - in 8 line verses which describe their activities, uses, etc., in simplest 
inar A merchandise item, this has board covers, board pages, and a metal ring binder. 

Publ. { 


Gipson, Morrell Doubleday 
HELLO PETER $1.25 


Peter is two years old and this is the story of his day, from waking to sleep- 
ing, in the little town where he lives. A “you-too" series of incidents - eating, play- 
ing, rain, toys, clothes - is illustrated in primary blue, red, green colors with well 
handled black, gray and white to set them off, by Clement Hurd, and the book has the ; 
value of the familiar for this younger group. There are questions in the text that they 
can answer too. Board covers, cloth spine. (8/5) 





BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
COUNTRY FIREMAN $2.00 \/ 


Boys love fire engines and here is a new approach to their heroes. Ricky lives 
in the country where the fire fighting is done by volunteers. How the volunteers work, 
and how Ricky gets to ride on the fire engine makes interesting, if not strongly con- 
nected material. The story flares up and dies down a few times, but most kids will 
probably like it for the new atmosphere and the part Ricky plays in just helping to save 
a burning country field which threatens a house. Nice friendly pictures in shades of | 
red, blue and black by Leonard Shortall, and good, clear type for early readers. (9/8) \/ 


Trevor, Elleston Longmans, Green 
HEATHER HILL $2.50 


A much watered-down Wind In The Willows - these bland adventures with a se- 
lection of anthropomorphic, brilliant animals - Soruff Fox, Stripe the Badger, Woo the 
Owl, Potter the Otter, Poof the Marten, etc. They all live happily and cooperatively 
in the Deep Wood, helping Fox to build a well, generally respecting the aged, and even 
making violin strings from the hairs in Flip the Squirrel’s tail. Not bad enough to 
do any harm, but no fun to read aloud because the incidents are uninspired and uncon- 
vincing. Illustrated by Stephen J. Voorhies. (8/25) 
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Books To Read Aloud (5-8) continued -336- 


Lange, Ann Whitman 
THE ESKIMO STORE $1.50 


Ann's parents run a Trading Post in Alaska and through their trading and her 
Eskimo friend, Nancy, she learns something of Eskimo customs, and clothes. Her dearest 
wish is for a fawn skin parka and Nancy's mother makes her one for Christmas, so the two 
little girls become indistinguishable when they go outdoors. Primer-like simplicity and 
repetition will make this a possibility for the very beginning reader and the type is 
large and easy to read. Illustrated in color by Gladys Rourke Blackwood. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ Fiction 


Kelsey, Alice Geer Longmans, Green 
RICARDO'S WHITE HORSE $2.25 


* Young Ricardo Perez proves himself when he takes over his father's job as road 
tender in a Puerto Rican mountain village, when his father is hurt and has to be hospital- 
ized. An apparently untrainable horse which Ricardo loves and cherishes, although the 
family cannot afford to feed an animal which does not contribute to the family income, 
is Ricardo's great worry. Patience seems wasted until the horse helps the family through 
the emergency of getting father to the hospital. A prize for the best road tender, with 
& special prize for Ricardo, makes another focus of interest. All in all there is a . 
great deal of incident and detail for this age level. The characters are warm and true, 
and the author has created a sense of another land - foreign, but familiar and American. 
This book can have special importance for large cities like New York where there are 
minority problems. A real contribution to understanding between racial groups without 
caricature or sentimentality. Illustrated by Joseph W. Hopkins. (8/25) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Rounds, Glen Holiday House 
STOLEN PONY $2.00 


The same blind pony of the author's previous Zhe Biind Colt is stolen by horse 
thieves and then turned loose on the edge of the badlands. A faithful dog from the ranch 
joins the pony and together the two animals begin the seemingly hopeless trek home. The 
animals and the reader have a long slow time of it, for there are storms, fences, traps, 
prairie fires, rough country, and many dangers keep the two from the final path up the 
home ranch grounds. But the descriptions of the country are excellent as are the author's 
illustrations. (9/15) 


MacKaye, Loring Longmans, Green 
THE FAR DISTANT BUGLE $2.50 


A melodramatic account of Joe Littlebee and his efforts to become a “civilized 
man" at a Western Army outpost in the 1860's. A convolution of plots makes for unsus- 
tained interest and completely submerges the small amount of good sense and truth. Joe, 
sent by the old scout, who had raised him, to the Army post, emerges with a set of 
morals and ethics made familiar by greeting cards and moving pictures the country over. 
Wooden pageantry, phony histrionics characterize the adventures among Indians, stage- 
coach robbers, a lost and found parent, hairbreadth Harry escapes, while the cliches, 
sound as they may be, - of virtue is its own reward, crime does not pay, a boy's best 
friend is his mother - are stressed. Compared to what has been done in this type of 
story - this is unfortunate. (9/8) 
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Magoon, Marian W. Longmans, Green 
LITTLE DUSTY FOOT $2.50 


* Set in Frankland in the reign of Charlemagne, this makes unusual historical 
reading. Rauf, a boy who has always yearned to be a traveling merchant - dusty foot - 
instead of settling down to his father’s trade of charcoal burner, realizes his dream 
through a series of stirring events, beginning with an attack by warring Saxons and the 
capture of his entire family. Vivid descriptions of the life of the times, of the fairs 
and bazears, of the merchant caravans, of the caravan’s stay among the Moors and Arabs 
in Spain, and finally the long trip home across the Pyrenees, to the court of Charle- 
magne, make the rich pageantry come alive. Worthwhile exploration of fresh material. 


Illustrated by Christine Price. (9/8) 


Singmaster, Elsie Longmans, Green 
THE ISLE OF QUE $2.25 


When his three brothers, living in or around home, leave to enlist for World 
War II, 15 year old Tim Yoder is left with the responsibility of caring for Mom, a very 
capable woman, and a teen-age sister, Rosemary. They live on an island off the mainland 
of Pennsylvania, and the chief danger they face is that of flood. Tim is a particularly 
responsible boy, and his mother, an old hand at loving children and leaving them alone, 
stands aside to let her children grow up, but she is always there in emergencies. The 
book ends on Tim's note of triumph as, nearing 18 and enlistment age, he is the outstand- 
ing hero in a flood crisis. There's plenty of action in this story of wholesome family 
relations. Illustrated by Elmer Hader. (9/8) 


Wyatt, Geraldine Longmans, Green 
BUFFALO GOLD $2.25 


The always interesting period of westward expansion, this time it is seen 
through the eyes of a family staking its claim in Kansas in 1873. The Hull family under- 
goes all traditional, but still interesting, hardships - hunger, Indian enmity, thirst, 
danger to the claim title. The family is carried through these menaces by the ardor and 
hard work of young Anson Hull, who discovers that winter wheat flourishes in Kansas, 
thereby saving the land and encouraging the settlers. Unusual dramatic interest is main- 
tained in the orop, and the difference between spring and winter wheat as a crop for 
Southwestern United States is established in relation to soil erosion as well as American 
economy. Interesting in content, and of particular interest to farm area readers. 
Illustrated by E. A. Furman. (8/25) 


Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
FIELDER FROM NOWHERE $2.50 


* This popular author has written a baseball story of interest to fans, and he 
has added a special social slant in the manner of John Tunis. Ken, a fielder from no- 
where, gets on the team by good playing. He has a secret to hide but it doesn't matter 
until his past catches up with him and threatens to ruin him and his game. It also 
threatens to undo the work he has done in organizing a network of baseball teams in tough 
areas. As the story develops it becomes clear that Ken has a special sympathy with these 
tough kids who often tangle with the law. Unusual story, plenty of intimate ball club 
play and pages of straight baseball to delight its followers. What games! (9/27) ue 


Callaghan, Morley Winston 
LUKE BALDWIN’S VOW $2.50 


This is almost a philosophical dissertation on practical versus spiritual 
values and most of it over the heads and interests of ordinary readers this age. Thought- 
ful, sensitive young people may find something in this story of Luke wrestling with the 
problems of determining values for himself. Orphaned, Luke goes to live with practical 
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July 15, 1948 Twelve to Fifteen -— Fiction - continued ~538= 


Uncle Henry who is a good man, positive and domineering but fair. The contest between 
shy, aware Luke and his beefy, thorough Uncle, and indifferent, well-meaning Aunt, m- 
terializes around old Dan, a half-blind, useless collie with whom Luke falls in love. 

The boy and dog make a secret world for each other. Uncle Henry decides the dog must 

be killed because he is old and good for nothing. Luke almost loses the battle, but 
after saving the dog's life, he acquires wisdom in handling practical men, and keeps 

the dog. The compromise is made over a good business proposition. Adults will be in- 
terested - the writing is moving but the characterizations are too rooted in talk to 
interest youngsters. The Stanley Turner illustrations seem to have a dated quality.(9/15) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN. - Non-Fiction 


Judson, Clara Ingram Houghton, Mifflin 
REAPER MAN ) $2.50 


The biography of Cyrus Hall McCormick, who developed, among specialized and 
important farm equipment, the revolutionizing reaper. The life and times of a boy ona 
Virginia plantation in 1830, the relationships of slave and master, the family circle, 
where father was an inventor before the son, are pleasant. The importance of the 
McCormick invention to agriculture is stated (perhaps the exclusiveness of the inven- 
tion is overstated) and there is still that oppressively paternal, free-enterprise ap- 
proach to the vast McCormick International Harvester Company. There is a positively 
naive, shining, little end chapter on the great advantages of this trust with complete 
disregard for any disadvantages implicit in “they could stop the competition that foster- 
ed over-buying” and “they could stop the ruinous price cutting"... However interesting 
the details of life in the 1830's may be, the total effect is uncritical. Illustrated 
by Paul Brown. (8/23) Vv 


Bakeless, John | Morrow 
FIGHTING FRONTIERSMAN $2.75 L 


A comprehensive, painstaking and detailed, if not inspired, account of the life 
of Daniel Boone. This biography of a great frontiersman who expanded the boundaries of 
the known colonies, who went into Kaintuck'’, who was an important Indian scout, etc., 
has enough interesting material to hold the attention of students of U. 8. history. 
Cambric aprons, courtships, family, living, love, death, attacks, escapes, dress and 
countless details make this a valuable source of supplementary information on this per- 
iod, this area, and this character. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (9/27) - 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Repeat for this age level the following reviewed above — PP 337-338 
Megoon, Marian W. - LITTLE DUSTY FOOT (Longmans, Green - $2.50) 
Scholz, Jackson - FIELDER FROM NOWHERE (Morrow - $2.50) 

Bakeless, John - FIGHTING FRONTIERSMAN (Morrow - $2.75) 


Powers, Alfred Coward -McCann 
PRISONERS OF THE REDWOOD $2.50 


1854-1858 in Californie for the adventures of Ezra Tracy and his friend, Harry 
Thurston, in their search for gold. As clerk in his mother's Argonaut House, Ezra stum- 
bles on the information of gold to be had from the sand on the redwood coast, persuades 
Harry to join him in the hunt. Afoul of Australian criminals, running the dangers of 
the lawless times, the wilderness, and the hardships of the weather, Ezra and Harry 
strenuously pursue their objective, are forced to hide their treasure against a possible 
return. Return they do and encounter more perils, only to lose the gold because of a 
pigheaded donkey. Found again, the gold brings them local prestige as well.as wealth. 











































July 15, 1948 Fiction For Young Adults -— continued -339- 


Filled with actual references to events of the period, this combines a complicated amount. 

of financial dealings with some vigorous, if sometimes endless, adventuring. Our heroes 

have definitely 19th century qualities and are an unbeatable pair in perseverance and know- < 
how. A solider book than most of this type. (9/#?) | 

lO 





Emerson, Elizabeth H. Longmans, Green 
THE GARNERED SHEAVES : $2.50 


* Warmth and good family feeling in this story of a Quaker daughter who becomes 
a minister. The setting is a Quaker community in Illinois in the 1870's, through several 
generations of children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, up to the first World 
War. As the Quaker dedicated to the ministry before her birth, dedicated by her father, | 
Sibyl Rees is a very convincing and interesting figure. Her doubts and frustrations as | 
to her fitness, the problems she faces with herself, her family and her relatives, the | 
full, rich family life she lives - all weave a fine pattern to make unusual and rewarding 
reading. (9/22) 





NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Berryman, Opal Leigh Crowell 
PIONEER PREACHER $3.00 


* First rate entertainment in this personal story of the daughter of a Baptist 
missionary, for it has the adventures and swift pace of a western pioneer story, and the 
warmth and humor of individual memoirs. Frontier Texas at the turn of the century, the 
establishment of her father's congregation, and the start of a new church, provided Opal 
with a spirited childhood, happiness, excitement and tragedy. Intimate, ample knowledge 
of a minister's family, good Americana and regional values. (For full report see P. 328) 


(9/7) 





Breland, Osmond P. Harper 
ANIMAL FACTS AND FALLACIES $2.75 


A “true-untrue" information book which disseminates fascinating bits and pieces 
about mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles (the vertebrates). Material, avail- 
able in scattered sources, is here rounded up in easily found paragraphs, under classi- 
fications, and with an index. Sizes, speeds, weights, characteristics, life spans, re- 
productive processes, habits; beliefs, exaggerations, unfounded lore; this is a boon for 
nature groups and olasses in its interesting answers. (For full report see P. 327) (9/1) 


Brown, Vinson Little, Brown 
THE AMATEUR NATURALIST'S HANDBOOK $3.50 





For the rank beginner this will provide inducement to go further, for the con- 
tent is arranged in three sections, each covering the same broad topics, but in order of 
progressive difficulty. Interesting, and scientifically sound, provocative and stimu- 
lating, material on plants, animals, weather, minerals, etc. A bit over-written, and 
the section dealing with biology demands basic knowledge of the subject, this neverthe- 
less is a fat, factual omnibus. 204 good clear illustrations by Don Graem Kelley, a 
bibliography and, we hope, an index. (For full report see P. 329) (9/8) 





Baumenn, John Morrow 
OLD MAN CROW'S BOY $4.00 





* A boyhood in Idaho is the basis of a corking outdoor book. Cowboy work and 
play, trapping, hunting, fishing, ranching, thoroughbred horses, rodeos, tracking, are 
vividly pictured and shared, and the adventures have a real thrill, for interested 
sportsmen-to-be. (For full report see P. 329) (9/8) 








